Sentence Structures
A Thai complete sentence can have only subject and verb or subject and adjective.

Subjects have to be a noun which is a word (other than a pronoun) used to identify
any of a class of people, places, or things (common noun), or a pronoun which is a
word that can function by itself as a noun and that refers either to the participants in
the discourse (e.g., I, you) or to someone or something mentioned elsewhere in the
discourse (e.g., she, it, this) or to name a particular one of these (proper noun).

Verbs are a word used to describe an action, feeling, state, or occurrence, and
forming the main part of the predicate of a sentence, such as hear, become, happen,
love.

Adjectives are a word or phrase naming an attribute, added to or grammatically
related to a noun to modify or describe it.

An object or explanation part doesn’t always have to be in the sentence. An object
or explanation is added for clarifying the whole sentence when you need to.

Sentence type 1: Subject + Verb + Explanation part

Subject | Verb B | Objector explanationpart |
Noun (or) action (or) feeling (or) prepositio | noun (or) adjective (or) adverb (or)
Personal pronoun | verb to be (1Tlu, @a, ag) | n clause

NN 29

I run

W W fin

I am (a) chef (noun)

121 NN N (adverb (or) adjective)

He/She works excellently

WD LAY 17 (adverb)

Dad walks fast

121 A1 WHN (personal pronoun)

He swore (at) me

U AD AUED (noun)

It is (a) pencil

NN 28N A2 (clause)

I would like to eat some food

Note: In Thai, we do not have articles, a, an, and the.
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Sentence type 1 with preposition

Subject verb Object or Explanation part

Noun (or) action (or) feeling (or) preposition | noun (or) adjective (or) adverb
Personal pronoun | verb to be (1flu, s, Bs) (or) clause

L2 NN 1l 89ng 1 (noun)

He/She works in the UK

L2 N N 117U (noun)

He/She came from home

WL Del T 1% (noun)

Mum is in (the) house

U Tu Ay 121 (personal pronoun)
I went with him

L2 nay aN 1174 (noun)

He/She return to (arrive) home

12 AU T 11 (noun)

He/She return to (to go) home

121 nau N1 17U (noun)

He/She return to (to come) | home

Note: Thai prepositions have a different function to English prepositions and can have and
use different contexts to English prepositions.

Sentence type 2: Subject + Adjective

Subject |verb Object or Explanationpart
Noun (or) Personal action (or) feeling (or) preposition noun (or) adjective (or) adverb (or)
pronoun verb to be (11lu, @n, o) clause

AN 39U (adiective)

I (am) hot.

713 126 (adjective)

You (are) Kind.

2INA @ (adiective) 93 (adverb)
Weather (is) very good.

1 \fiU (adiective)

Water (is) cold.

aN L34 (adiective) 81n (adverb)
Wind (is) very strong.

Ui dyn (adjective)

Today (is) fun.

He g 9588 (adiective)

Pad Thai (is) delicious / tasty.
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Sentence type 3:

tense word ‘@z : will ; future tense’

Subject Verb Object or Explanation part
Noun (or) will | action (or) feeling | prepositio | noun (or) adjective (or) adverb (or)
Personal (or) verb to be n clause
pronoun (flu, @n, o8
12 |4 Supermarket (noun)
I will | go hot.
TR Rt la A¥197% (noun)
My sister/brother | will | work to (to go) | workplace.
AINA OF @ (adjective) 810 (adverb)
Weather will | (be) very good.
1 e \E1Y (adjective)
Water will | (be) cold.
Sentence type 4: tense word ‘11aq : -ing (right now) : continuous tense’
Subject Verb Object or Explanation part
Noun (or) -ing action (or) prepositio | noun (or) adjective
Personal feeling (or) verb | n (or) adverb (or)
pronoun to be (11ly, fs, clause
k! ANaq oX)
Children (are) -ing (right now) | run.
Children are running.
Lan ANaq Agl iy Wil
Lék (is) -ing (right now) | talk to Nueng
Lé’k is talking to Nueng.
151 ANaq 51 Ts9581u1
We (are) -ing (right now) | go (to) school.

We are going to school.

Sentence type 5: tense word ‘NNavaz

: is going to : future tense’

Nueng is going to come to see me.

Subject Verb Object or Explanation part
Noun (or) is going to action (or) prepositio | noun (or) adjective
Personal feeling (or) verb | n (or) adverb (or)
pronoun to be (\flu, @, clause

Wity NNANY NI 2

Nuena is going to come to see me.
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L N8 0 AU
Mum is going to make food (main
Mum is going to make some food.

131 NNA99L LAY 1d Ts9i58u
We are going to walk to (to go) | school.

We are going to walk to school.

Sentence type 6: tense word ‘d¢i : -ing (right now) : continuous tense’

Subject Verb Object or Explanation part

Noun (or) action (or) feeling (or) prepositio | noun (or) adjective (or) | -ing
Personal pronoun | verb to be (11, #a, ag) | n adverb (or) clause

24 N9 g
| (am) work -ing
| am working.

(kY N AU ol
Mum (is) make food (main course). -ing
Mum is making some food.

197 LAY Tu 1531381 o)
We walk to (to go) | school. -ing

We are walking to school.

Sentence type 7: ‘1183 = -ing = continuous tense’ and ‘dgi = -ing = continuous tense’
in the same sentence, in order to emphasize

Subject Verb Object or Explanation part

Noun (or) | -ing action (or) prepositio | noun (or) adjective | -ing
Personal feeling (or) verb | n (or) adverb (or)

pronoun to be (\fu, @, clause

24 ANAY N9 ol
| (am) (is) -ing (right now) | work -ing
| am working right now.

(&Y ANAY N AU ol
Mum (is) | (is) -ing (right now) | make food (main -ing
Mum is making some food right now.

197 a3 LAY Tu Tsai538u o)
We (are) -ing (right walk to (to go) | school. -ing

We are walking to school right now.
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Sentence type 8: tense word ‘dsi : -ing (right now) : continuous tense’

My child can return home by her/his self.

Subject Verb Object or Explanation part Explanation
.......................................................................................... part
Noun (or) action (or) preposition | noun (or) can | adjective (or)
Personal pronoun | feeling (or) verb adjective (or) adverb
to be (11lu, A, adverb (or) clause
W e A Ing 117
I speak Thai language can
| can speak Thai language.
Y N KR LN 16
| make Pad Thai can
| can make Pad Thai.
L2 N BR Lng e | i
He make Pad Thai can | excellent
He can excellently make Pad Thai. (or) He can make excellent Pad Thai.
ANYIAY NaL la 11U 18 |29
My child return to (to go) | home can | self

Sentence type 9: tense word ‘l : past tense (or) perfect tense’

Subject Verb Object or Explanation part
Noun (or) have action (or) feeling (or) | prepositio | noun (or) adjective
Personal (past tense) | verb to be (iilu, A, n (or) adverb (or)
Y 1531 GR AN

| have sent letter

| have sent the letter.

e 16 fiu %12

I have eaten food

| have eaten some food.

121 1531 51 \Eanag

He has been to visit grandma
He has been to visit grandma. (or) He has visited grandma.

gN2DNAY e naw Tu 1iu

My child has returned to (to go) | home

My child has gone back home.
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Sentence type 10: tense word ‘16 : past tense (or) perfect tense’

Subject Verb Object or Explanation part

Noun (or) action (or) feeling (or) | prepositio | noun (or) adjective already
Personal pronoun | verb to be (iilu, fia, n (or) adverb (or)

NN G AANNE (5!

| have sent (or) sent letter already
| have sent the letter. (or) | sent the letter already.

ARy i 211 (5!

I have eaten (or) eat food already
| have eaten some food. (or) | ate some food already.

L2 1d \EHaneng wan
He has been (or) went to visit grandma already
He has been to visit grandma. (or) He visited grandma already.

N2 Tul 11 a7
My child has gone (or) went home already

My child has gone back home. (or) My child went home already.

Sentence type 11: tense word ‘I = past tense (or) perfect tense’ and ‘&1 = already
= past tense (or) perfect tense’, in the same sentence, in order to emphasize

Subject Verb Object or Explanation

Noun (or) have action (or) feeling | preposit | noun (or) already
Personal (past tense) (or) verb to be ion adjective (or)

pronoun (i, @a, ag) adverb (or)

BN & G AN LA

| have have sent (or) sent letter already
| have already sent the letter.

B3 6 Au 2917 Wan

[ have have eaten (or) food already
| have already eaten some food.

L2 & al LBl BN SNl LA
He have has been (or) went to visit grandma | already
He has already been to visit grandma.

gnaesal | la Tu 1iu La?
My child have has gone (or) went home already

My child has already gone back home.
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How to use Adjectives and Adverbs

Adjectives and Adverbs

Many languages, including English, distinguish between adjectives, which modify nouns
and pronouns, and adverbs, which modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. Not all
languages have exactly this distinction, however, and in many languages (including
English) there are words that can function as both. For example, in English fastis an
adjective in "a fast car" (where it modifies the noun car), but an adverb in "he drove
fast" (where it modifies the verb drove)

In Thai, adjectives always come after nouns and pronouns. Adverbs usually come after verbs,
or adjectives, or other adverbs, except adverbs of frequency, such as ‘sometimes’, ‘ always’,
‘never’, etc.

Thai < = & ¥ g o X
AUUY AUN AULHIY ULYU UY
words | noun noun noun noun noun
+adjective +adjective +adjective +adjective +adjective
Translati | person+that person+good | person+short | water+cold thing/one
on +this
English | that person good person short person cold water this thing/ this
one
Unn + 1
pen + this
this pen
Unni e i
pen colour+black  this

this black pen

AU + LAY
person+short

short person

Al + LAY AU + T
person + short person+that

short person  that person
that short person

AU + LAY 7 UGN W AU+ U
person+short who/that -ing run person+that
short person who/that -ing run that person

That short person who is running

a’lj a [ a 5 < a [
AU + LBy ] ANGNEREN AU+ UU LU N KRN AU
person+short who/that -ing  run person+that is/am/are  elder sis/bro possessive I/me
short person  who/that -ing  run that person is elder sis/bro  possessive I/me

That short person who is running is my elder sister. (or elder brother)
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Thal a < a 1 < & (Y]
LAULI) AUNIN ‘WﬂﬂLﬂQ b3INN LNBUNNTIU
words verb+adverb | verb+adverb | verb+adverb adverb+adverb | adverb+adverb
Translation | walk+fast eat+a lot talk+excellently fast+very almost+everyday
English walk fast eat a lot talk excellently very fast almost everyday
a <

5N LU b33

He walks fast

He walks fast.

7 WA 57 ah

He walks fast very

He walks very fast.

g U i, oy NN

He cometosee me almost  every+day

He come to see me almost everyday.

In conclusion, natural Thai speaking is very easy. It’s simple and straight to the point.

For example, in a restaurant, you want some cold water. A male would start to say ‘P’'m’ or a
female would start with ‘tChdn’ as a subject of the sentence because you refer to yourself as ‘I'.
Then you add another word, ‘Ao’ meaning ‘want to take’ or ‘want to have’. Then, you get a
sentence ‘tChiin Ao’ but it’'s not complete yet as you want to indicate you want something, water.
So, you add ‘Num’ meaning water. This is a sentence,'tChin Ao Nam’, but you want to explain
what kind of water, so you add ‘Ye'n’, meaning cold. Now, we get a complete sentence to indicate
what you want.

‘I want to take / have water cold.’

‘GuioiLay’

Then you might think ‘Umm, | want a lot of cold water...” So, you add the word ‘Yer’’, meaning a
lot.

| want to take / have water cold lots.

‘Guienidueey’

You also want to emphasize the word ‘a lot’ by repeat the word ‘Yer’’ again.

| want to take / have water cold lots and lots.

‘GuioLdu oYY’

While you are asking for your water cold lots and lots, you want to clarify you can get it. So, to
make a question, it’s really easy. In Thai we just add a question word at the end of the sentence.
In this context you would want to say ‘Can 1?’ in English, so in Thai it is ‘Dai~Mai?’ (Dai means
‘can’ and ‘Mai?’ is a yes / no question word).

| want to take / have water cold lots and lots can yes / no?

‘Guioninfuleay lalm’

Also, do not forget to be polite when you speak Thai. Just add the polite particle ‘I Krub if you are
male or |K4 if you are female) at the very end of your sentence or speaking.

| want to take / have water cold lots and lots can yes / no? + polite particle

(Y ] )
AueLdULeLe taluuAg
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As explained, during the lessons, we teach you correct Thai speaking and proper sentences, but
you can always make the sentences short and use the context to help clarify what you are talking
about like most Thais do.

Correct grammar Sentence Short version
For example, Where are you going?= ‘@mﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁlwu’ to ‘lulww’
What are you doing? = ‘@mﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ7981§’ to ‘vinly’
Let’s go. = lUfuney’ to ‘Uz’

We teach you proper Thai because we would like you to understand the language and to be able
think like Thais and then you can learn to shorten the sentences.

‘ é/na/erSZ‘ana/ Z‘/7e_ 77]&/ /angaage ana/ Z/]/n,é //‘,ée 777@/ peop/e
Zo be able to Spea,é 7T ha COnfz’o/enf/y‘
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